Environmental Science/Education project Report/Session:2024-
2025, Department of Environmental Science/Studies

As per notification of Burdwan University under NEP2020 curriculum,
Environmental Science/Education (CVAC) is compulsory for all first
semester students and the project submission on local environmental
issues/problems included in this subject is compulsory. All the
students of the first semester of our college (No. of students-1075)
were grouped and visited the local environment in session 2024-25
for the preparation of the project on the below mentioned
environment related issues or problems under the curriculum:

e Visit to a local area to document environmental assets:
river/forest/grassland/hill/mountain.

e Visit to local polluted site: Urban/Rural/Industrial/Agricultural.

e Study of common plants/Insects/Birds.

e Study of simple ecosystems: Pond/River/Hill slope/etc.

Documenting the nature of an ecosystem gives us a deeper
appreciation of its value to mankind. Each ecosystem has something
different to offer us. It may contain natural resources that local people
depend on; or provide important ecological functions with services for
us ; or have tourist or recreational potential; or simply have a strong
aesthetic appeal that is difficult to quantify in economic terms. In fact
it can have multiple benefits for mankind at global, national and local
levels. An ecosystem is not only used by different cultures and socio-
economic groups in various ways, but has a different significance for
different individuals depending on their way of life. A tribal from a
wilderness setting, an agriculturalist from farmlands, a pastoralist
from grasslands, or a fisherman looks on his or her environment very



differently from an urban resident who is mainly focused on the
management of the quality of air and water and the disposal of
garbage. In many cultures, men and women will have different views
and relationships with Nature. In rural India, for example, it is mostly
women who collect resources and see the degradation of their
ecosystem as a serious threat to the existence of their family and are
thus more prone to fight against processes that lead to loss of their
resource base. Tribal people who live by hunting and gathering have a
deep understanding of nature and what it provides for them to
survive. Farmers know about utilization of their land and water
resources, and also appreciate what droughts and floods can do to
their lives. A shepherd or livestock owner knows the grasslands
intimately. In contrast, urban dwellers are far removed from the sites
from where they get their natural resources. As these have originated
from a remote area and have been collected by rural people, they
cannot relate so easily to the value of protecting the ecosystems from
which the resources have come. In assessing an ecosystem’s values it
is not enough to look at its structure and functions, but at who uses it
and how the resources reach the users. One also needs to appreciate
what it means to oneself. The wilderness provides a sense of
wonderment for all of us, if we experience it in person. This helps to
bring about a desire to conserve natural resources.

Project submission college notification and sample of some projects
are mentioned below (Session-2024-25):
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